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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

The SPS diploma is awarded to the student who
1. enrolls in a minimum of 5 credits per term;
2. completes at least 25 credits during the Fifth Form and Sixth Form years and has 

missed no more than one term during his/her tenure at the School;
3. has no more than one Unsatisfactory final grade for any year-long course or the 

equivalent;
4. satisfies the requirements listed within one year of their anticipated graduation year  

at time of matriculation.

Credit Requirements: Arts
1. Matriculate in Third Form: 3 credits in a single discipline
2. Matriculate in Fourth Form: 3 credits in a single discipline
3. Matriculate in Fifth Form: 3 credits in a single discipline

Credit Requirements: Humanities
1. Matriculate in Third Form: 19 credits; sequence of Humanities III (6 credits),  

Humanities IV (6 credits), Humanities V (6 credits). Then one term course in  
religious studies. (1 credit)    

2. Matriculate in Fourth Form: 13 credits; sequence of Humanities IV (6 credits),  
Humanities V (6 credits). Then one term course in religious studies. (1 credit)  

3. Matriculate in Fifth Form: 7 credits; Humanities V (6 credits). Then one term 
course in religious studies. (1 credit) 

Credit Requirements: Languages 
1. Matriculate in Third Form:  9 credits; three-year sequence in the same language
2. Matriculate in Fourth Form: 6 credits; two-year sequence in the same language 
3. Matriculate in Fifth Form: 3 credits

Credit Requirements: Mathematics
1. Matriculate in Third Form: 9 credits or through Precalculus (minimum of 3 credits 

earned in residence at St. Paul’s School)
2. Matriculate in Fourth Form: 6 credits or through Precalculus (minimum of  

3 credits earned in residence at St. Paul’s School)
3. Matriculate in Fifth Form: 3 credits earned in residence at St. Paul’s School  

Credit Requirements: Sciences
1. Matriculate in Third Form: 9 credits; recommended series of Physics First  

(3 credits), Chemistry (3 credits), Biology (3 credits) 
2. Matriculate in Fourth Form: 6 credits; recommended 6 credits in two of the  

following: Physics (3 credits), Chemistry (3 credits), Biology (3 credits) 
3. Matriculate in Fifth Form: 3 credits  

Courses are assigned 1 credit per term, with the exception that Humanities III,  
Humanities IV, and Humanities V are each assigned 2 credits per term.
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Non-Academic Requirements: Athletics/Afternoon Activities (samples below) 
1. Matriculate in Third Form: 10 terms; Third Form (3 TERMS: must be team oriented, 

2 must involve physical activity); Fourth Form (3 TERMS: 2 must be team oriented, 
2 must involve physical activity); Fifth Form (2 TERMS: 1 must be team oriented, 1 
must involve physical activity; Sixth Form (2 TERMS: 1 must be team oriented,  
1 must involve physical activity); swim test*

2. Matriculate in Fourth Form: 7 terms; Fourth Form (3 TERMS: 2 must be team  
oriented, 2 must involve physical activity); Fifth Form (2 TERMS: 1 must be team  
oriented, 1 must involve physical activity; Sixth Form (2 TERMS: 1 must be team  
oriented, 1 must involve physical activity); swim test*

3. Matriculate in Fifth Form: 4 terms; Fifth Form (2 TERMS: 1 must be team  
oriented, 1 must involve physical activity; Sixth Form (2 TERMS: 1 must be team  
oriented, 1 must involve physical activity); swim test*

 *New students required to pass a swim test within 2 years of matriculation

 Team Oriented: Interscholastic, Club/Instructional, Community Engagement,  
Theatre, Afternoon Music (with instructor permission)

 Team Oriented/Physical: Interscholastic, Club/Instructional, Musical Theatre

 Physical: Instructional Fitnesss

 
Non-Academic Requirements: Community Engagement 
1. Matriculate in Third Form: 2 credits over the course of 4 years
2. Matriculate in Fourth Form: 2 credits over the course of 3 years 
3. Matriculate in Fifth Form: 1 credit over the course of 2 years  
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LIVING IN COMMUNITY 

As a residential community, St. Paul’s School is committed to the development of the 
whole person. In order to support students’ emerging social and emotional com- 
petencies and to encourage personal reflection and commitment to the world around 
us, our Living in Community program provides opportunities for exploration.

THIRD FORM COURSE 
(Full year, required)

This course meets once a week. The focus is on students’ introduction and transition to living in 
our residential community. Topics include, but are not limited to, self-awareness, respect for self 
and others, communication and compromise, healthy choices, and appropriate use of technology. 
This course encourages students to develop a balanced approach to their experience at St. Paul’s.

FOURTH FORM COURSE 
(One term, required)

This course meets three times a week. Fourth Formers discuss the myriad topics that influence 
their growth as individuals. Topics include, but are not limited to, interpersonal relationships, 
diversity in all its forms, sexuality, and substance use. We explore these issues in many ways, 
which includes grappling with contemporary issues in an effort to understand how to live in 
community while making individual choices. Our goal is to provide accurate information in a 
trusting environment as our students develop their own perspective and identity.

FIFTH AND SIXTH FORM SEMINAR
(Fall, Winter, and Spring Term, required) 

This course meets nine times a year. The seminar provides an intensive training in bystander 
intervention and human sexuality. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM

The Community Engagement Program connects SPS students with local youth and adults 
to address critical community needs and to foster and support positive academic, civic 
and social/emotional growth for all. The credit requirement ensures the enhanced 
quality of community service experience and raises awareness of social issues that 
affect our communities.  At the same time it helps SPS students in developing self-
awareness, relationship skills and responsible decision making.

 SPS students involved in Community Engagement will:
• Develop capacity for self-reflection;

• Monitor and regulate feelings to aid in the handling of situations;

• Identify and understand the thoughts and feelings of others;

• Use verbal and nonverbal skills to express oneself and promote positive and  
effective exchanges with others;

• Perceive situations in which a decision is to be made and assess factors that  
might influence one’s response.
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The Missionary Society, the oldest student-run School organization, collaborates with 
the Community Engagement Program office to:
• 
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THE OFF-CAMPUS EXPERIENCE
The off-campus experience is defined by a student’s significant exposure to a culture 
different from his or her own, as well as one or more of the following conditions:

• Specific connection to the student’s on-campus experience or program of study. 

• Comprehensive immersion into a language different from his or her primary language. 

• Significant participation in service-learning activity. 

• Understanding of a major global issue (e.g., environmental stewardship, sustainable 
development, globalization, poverty, healthcare, education, social justice, inclusivity, 
and governance). 

• Experiential leadership opportunity.  

PROGRAM OFFERINGS (may vary)
• 
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ATHLETICS / AFTERNOON ACTIVITIES

St. Paul’s School offers opportunities for students of all levels of athletic ability and 
interests. By engaging in athletics and afternoon program offerings, students develop 
key values such as teamwork, sportsmanship, personal excellence, courage, humility, 
and respect for others. All Third and Fourth Formers must participate in an Athletic/ 
Afternoon Program each term. As a Third Former, two terms must involve physical  
activity and three terms must be team oriented. As a Fourth Former, two terms must 
involve physical activity and two terms must be team oriented. All Fifth and Sixth Formers  
must participate in an Athletic/Afternoon Program in at least two out of three terms 
each year. As a Fifth and Sixth Former, one term must involve physical activity and one 
term must be team oriented – not mutually exclusive. All new students are required 
to pass a swim test for graduation, completed within two years of matriculation. Free 
swim lessons are offered, and students may take the test as many times as necessary.

INTERSCHOLASTIC 
Fall Term: 
Cross Country (boys/girls)  
Field Hockey (girls)  
Football (boys) 
Soccer (boys/girls) 
Volleyball (girls)

Winter Term: 
Alpine (boys/girls)  
Basketball (boys/girls)  
Ice Hockey (boys/girls) 
Nordic (boys/girls) 
Squash (boys/girls) 
Wrestling (boys/girls)

Spring Term: 
Baseball (boys)  
Crew (boys/girls)  
Lacrosse (boys/girls) 
Softball (girls) 
Tennis (boys/girls)  
Track & Field (boys/girls)

Full year commitment:  
SPS Ballet Company (boys/girls

Team Oriented: Interscholastic, Club/Instructional, Community Engagement, Theatre, 
Afternoon Music (with instructor permission)

Team Oriented/Physical: Interscholastic, Club/Instructional, Musical Theatre

Physical: Instructional Fitness

CLUB, INSTRUCTIONAL (CO-ED) 
Fall Term: 
Bouldering, Farm Team, Fitness,  
Mountaineering, Rowing, Soccer,  
Tennis 

Winter Term: 
Alpine/Snowboarding, Ice Hockey,  
Fitness, Swimming

Spring Term: 
Farm Team, Fitness, Squash

TEAM (CO-ED)

Fall and Winter Terms: 
Musical Theatre

All Terms: 
Afternoon Music (with instructor  
permission), Community Engagement  
(full year commitment available),  
Fitness, Musical Theatre, Service Learning 
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ARTS: DANCE

St. Paul’s School provides students with the opportunity to combine a rigorous academic 
education with the finest dance training in a dedicated dance facility. The St. Paul’s 
School Dance Program fosters a fun, nurturing, and artistic learning environment and 
prepares its students to dance at the pre-professional and college level by teaching  
classical ballet, modern dance, anatomical theory, and performance. The St. Paul’s School 
faculty is committed to the idea that studying dance is a process and that dancers are 
always evolving and growing. Our goal is to train technically proficient dancers with a 
sound work ethic, promote artistic growth, and support dancers of all backgrounds. 

ARTS

The arts are passionate. Initially solitary and ultimately public, the arts involve the 
whole person and address the whole community. Recognizing that a regular exposure  
to the arts has always had a powerful and liberating influence in the world, the Fine 
Arts, Theatre, Dance, and Music Programs offer students a variety of studio and per-
formance-based classes, courses in the history and theory of the arts, and frequent  
exposure to a diverse group of visiting artists.

Courses that fulfill the initial year graduation requirement in the Arts – and serve as 
prerequisites to almost all other courses in their respective programs – include:

• In Fine Arts – a combination of three term-long courses

• In Theatre – a combination of three term-long courses

• In Dance – a combination of three term-long courses

• In Music –  Applied Music 1-4

Students are strongly encouraged to continue to study in the Arts throughout their  
St. Paul’s career.

ARTS FEE: $150 PER TERM
Students in Photography: Color or Advanced Photography courses pay additional fees for 
development of color slides. Students in Hot Glass pay additional fees based on the 
scope of their chosen projects.

The Arts Fee will not be charged to students enrolled in Art History Seminars and 
Music Theory.

Students in Non-Credit Music will pay a Lesson Fee in place of the Arts Fee:

• Full year, $2,000

• Winter and Spring Terms, $1,330

• Spring Term, $670

Enrollment in arts courses is subject to permission of the program head and/or 
the department head.  
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FINE ARTS COURSES

INTRODUCTION TO DRAWING
Fall, Winter, or Spring Term: 1 credit

This introductory level course focuses on the basic techniques of drawing. Beginning with the 
fundamentals of drawing through the use of pencil, ink, marker, pastels, charcoal, and Conté 
crayon, the class then transitions to similar projects in watercolor and oil painting.  Elements 
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ADVANCED PAINTING SEMINAR [1–3]
Fall, Winter, or Spring Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Two terms of Advanced Painting.

This advanced-level painting course for highly motivated painting students builds upon ba-
sic painting and compositional skills, emphasizing further and more extensive work with a 
particular painting medium, including watercolors, acrylics, oils, and/or encaustics. Students 
propose to develop a particular conceptual idea over a series of works. Subjects include 
landscape painting in “plein air,” portraiture, still life, and abstraction. Students may repeat 
this course up to three terms, provided that they have earned a minimum of an Honors grade 
in all previous painting courses.

PRINTMAKING [1–2]
Winter or Spring Term: 1 credit

The printmaking course introduces students to various printmaking methods and media in 
a fast-paced, collaborative studio. With a heavy focus on experimentation, originality, and 
message, students explore multiplicity, image reversal, design principles, color, and mark 
making through both hand-printed and press-printed methods techniques. Students develop 
technical ability and aesthetic skills through instruction in relief printing, embossing, intaglio, 
monotype, bookmaking, screen printing, Riso duplication, and Xerox. This studio course delves 
into the rich, democratic history of print media by discussing its roots in publishing, as well as 
politically engaged and public artworks, and continuing into contemporary print cultures and 
industrial applications. No drawing experience necessary. Students may repeat this course up 
to two terms with departmental permission.

INTRODUCTION TO PHOTOGRAPHY 
Fall, Winter, or Spring Term: 1 credit

An introductory photography course designed for those students with little or no previous 
photography experience, this course introduces students to the principles of photography 
through a blend of traditional and digital processes. The main objective is to teach students 
to see light rather than things. Students gain foundational understanding of the 35mm camera, 
black-and-white film, digital scanning, Adobe Photoshop, and digital printing. Students 
must have access to a fully manual 35mm camera or may borrow one from the Department. 
Each photography course is concerned with the aesthetics, history, and practice of this light-
generated form of art. Additionally, productive critique procedures are cultivated. Except in 
rare instances, students begin with Introduction to Photography and move to either Black 
and White Photography or Photography: Color, although the sequence does not have to be 
contiguous; also available is Computer Graphics/Digital Imaging. With permission, students 
can enroll in Advanced Photography Seminar – they may take7r TD
[fwd wiiq5[22 TD
graphy 
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ADVANCED PHOTOGRAPHY SEMINAR [1–3]
Fall, Winter, or Spring Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Black & White Photography, 
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HOT GLASS
Fall, Winter, or Spring Term: 1 credit

[Available only to Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Formers.]

This course introduces the basics of manipulating hot glass through the use of a blowpipe and 
hand tools. Students  learn how to gather glass from the furnace and shape it using hand tools 
at the glass blowing bench. Using heat, gravity, and centrifugal force, students create vessels 
such as tumblers, bowls, and vases. Students also are introduced to basic color applications 
and grinding and polishing techniques. students study historical and contemporary examples 
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ADVANCED SCULPTURE SEMINAR [1–3]
Fall, Winter, or Spring Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Two terms of 3-dimensional electives.
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ART HISTORY STUDIO SEMINAR: 1200 TO 1860 
Fall Term 1 credit
[This course does not fulfill the arts graduation requirement; available only to Fifth and Sixth 
Formers or Fourth Formers with departmental approval.]

This course explores the major European art historical movements from the Gothic to Impres-
sionism. Taught in conjunction with the SPS gallery, students study the history and techniques 
of various artists through research, visual analysis, and in-studio projects. A general unit will 
start with a full exploration of a period in the history of art followed by the creation of a work 
in the style of that era by employing historic materials and techniques. The course is taught 
in the Crumpacker Gallery and utilizes the exhibition space, permanent school collection, and 
gallery studios. This offering is designed for those who have no experience, or confidence, in 
their artistic abilities, while at the same time allowing students in advanced level art courses 
to explore their personal work through new and different media. Projects include, but are 
not limited to, creating and painting with raw pigments using tempera, oil, and encaustic 
methods, preparation of board and canvas supports using Medieval and modern techniques, 
printmaking in both intaglio and lithography, and exploring oil painting by glazing and impasto 
methods.  Historical analysis will be done through studying actual works of art, slide studies, 
online research, and class discussions.  

ART HISTORY STUDIO SEMINAR: 1860 TO TODAY 
Winter Term 1 credit
[This course does not fulfill the arts graduation requirement; available only to Fifth and Sixth 
Formers or Fourth Formers with departmental approval.]

This course explores the major art historical movements from the Post Impressionism to 
the Contemporary world of art. Taught in conjunction with the SPS gallery, students study 
the history and techniques of various artists through research, visual analysis, and in-studio 
projects. A general unit will start with a full exploration of a period in the history of art 
followed by the creation of a work in the style of that era by employing historic materials 
and techniques. The course is taught in the Crumpacker Gallery and utilizes the exhibition 
space, permanent school collection, and gallery studios. This offering is designed for those 
who have no experience, or confidence, in their artistic abilities, while at the same time  
allowing students in advanced level art courses to explore their personal work through new 
and different media. Projects include, but are not limited to, oil and encaustic methods, 
printmaking in both intaglio and lithography, photo transfer, sculpture, and non-objective 
painting. Historical analysis is done through working with actual works of art, slide studies, 
online research, and class discussions.  

ART HISTORY MUSEUM AND CURATORIAL STUDIES 
Spring Term 1 credit
[This course does not fulfill the arts graduation requirement; available only to Fifth and Sixth 
Formers or Fourth Formers with departmental approval.]

Using the Crumpacker Gallery as a classroom, this course explores what is required for the collect-
ing, handling, cataloging and exhibiting of art.  Students work with the gallery director and staff 
as they learn the various tasks needed to curate an exhibit.  The St. Paul’s Permanent Collection 
is an important resource and teaching tool in this course.  Visits to nearby museums and galleries 
to view exhibits and to meet with gallery directors and curators are scheduled throughout the 
term.  Students work in the gallery lab/studios to explore techniques of restoration and presen-
tation. The course will culminate in a proposal for future exhibits at St. Paul’s School. Gallery 
staff will work with students to locate and to arrange summer gallery or museum internships. 
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ARTS: MUSIC

The Music Program at SPS is primarily performance based, with vibrant choral and 
instrumental ensembles involving over 20 percent of the student body. The music 
curriculum is designed in part to support student participation in the ensembles by 
enhancing their skills through private lessons and musicianship classes as part of the 
Applied Music Program. Students may enter the Applied Music Program at any level, 
and may take Applied Music as many years as they wish. 

Participation in at least one School ensemble (Choir, Wind Ensemble, Orchestra) is 
a requirement for enrollment in Applied Music. However, any qualified musician may 
participate in any ensemble without being enrolled in the Applied Music class. In such 
cases, we strongly encourage students to take non-credit private lessons. A fee is 
charged for non-credit music lessons. Aside from the normal Arts fee schedule, lessons 
for those enrolled in Applied Music are free. 

All music classes and lessons are taught by highly trained professional musicians.

MUSIC COURSES

APPLIED MUSIC 1
Full Year: 3 credits

This course is offered to musicians who are new to SPS and the ensemble program, and fulfills 
the one-year Arts graduation requirement through participation in one or more of the School’s 
ensembles (Choir, Orchestra, Small Ensembles). The year-long Applied Music 1 curriculum 
consists of two basic musicianship classes (BMC), one private or group lesson on a chosen 
instrument, and two or more evening ensemble rehearsals each week. Ensemble rehearsals 
are typically held on Tuesday and Thursday evenings for 90 minutes each. Grades are based 
on performance in BMC, lessons, and ensemble participation. Each term, a 5-10 minute skill 
evaluation (jury) is required. Musicians who do not pass the audition for an ensemble – or play 
an instrument for which there is no ensemble offered – will be assigned to evening practice 
sessions during ensemble meeting times. Students must pass the BMC portion of Applied 
Music 1 to receive credit for the course. 

Although the standard arts fee applies, private and group lessons are free of charge to all 
students enrolled in Applied Music. 

NON-CREDIT MUSIC
Full Year: 3 credits

[This course may be taken for more than one year.]

Private, year-long instruction is available to all students who want to study music for no 
credit/no grade. Daily practice is expected. Music studied in this course is based on individual 
needs and abilities and may include a broad spectrum of styles and genres, based on personal 
interests. A fee is charged for these lessons. As the School retains contracted music teachers 
annually based on the full academic year registrations received, early withdrawal from these 
music lessons does not release the family of their financial obligations for the remainder of 
the academic year. Please know that students may choose the options of Non-Credit Music 
lessons for the full academic year, for the Winter and Spring Terms, or for the Spring Term only.
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APPLIED MUSIC [2–5] 
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Applied Music 1. 

[This course may be taken for more than one year.]

This course is a continuation of the Applied Music curriculum and is offered to students who 
have fulfilled the basic musicianship requirement by successfully completing Basic Musician-
ship Class and Applied Music 1. Students enrolled in this class receive two private lessons, 
or one private and one group lesson per week, and must participate in one or more Major 
Ensemble.  More advanced students are encouraged to participate in smaller “splinter” groups 
such as Madrigal Choir, Chamber Music, Jazz Ensemble, or other small ensembles coordinated 
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ARTS: THEATRE

The Theatre Program at St. Paul’s School is broad and challenging; it provides multiple 
entry points allowing for diversity in backgrounds, interests, and levels of experience.  
A four-year sequential acting track will provide the serious acting student true prep-
aration for college. While the study of theatre is often centered on acting as the  
principal means of expression and exploration, the interdisciplinary nature of the  
subject is evident throughout the curriculum, with academic rigor and creativity  
central to the values of the program. Opportunities for learning include coursework  
in musical theatre, film/tv acting, Shakespearean acting, directing and playwriting.  
The study of contrasting dramatic works from Arthur Miller to Caryl Churchill and 
Shakespeare to Neil Simon is used to develop performance abilities, as the practical 
exploration of text through performance builds a deep understanding of text, theme, 
and the playwright’s craft.

100-LEVEL THEATRE COURSES

FOUNDATIONS IN ACTING                   
Fall Term: 1 credit

This course serves as an introduction to all subsequent acting classes. It is designed for begin-
ning level students who want to explore theatre as their arts commitment and is a platform 
from which students can follow a multi-year performance path. The course focus is on basic 
acting techniques of ensemble playing, working off a partner, improvising and playing truth-
fully under imaginary circumstances of the play. Students will learn by doing that there are 
no rights or wrongs, only stronger choices - choices that are arrived at through play, impulse, 
analysis, and commitment. 

IMPROVISATION                                     
Winter Term: 1 credit

Designed for beginning level students who are interested in improvisational theatre, the 
primary objective of the course is to utilize improv as a means to provide students with the 
opportunity to improve self-confidence, spontaneity, creativity, and collaborative skills. Stu-
dents will participate in daily exercises, theatre games, and collaborative assignments while 
exploring various forms of short and long form improv.

CONTEMPORARY SCENE STUDY          
Spring Term: 1 credit

This course is designed for those who are new to acting or have some related experience. 
Students build acting techniques and tools that will be applied to their scene work while 
exploring how to apply their backstory to characters by working on contemporary scenes. 
Emphasis is placed on learning how to make the best physical, emotional, and vocal choices. 
Students will work on playing truthfully, developing imaginary circumstances, and heighten-
ing their character’s actions. Students will learn how to score a role and create strong given 
circumstances. At the end of the term, an evening of scenes will be presented for an invited 
audience.
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200-LEVEL THEATRE COURSES

METHOD ACTING: LIVING TRUTHFULLY ON STAGE  
Fall Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Two 100-level acting courses or permission of the Director of Theatre.

This course will introduce students to training and rehearsal techniques that seek to encour-
age sincere and emotionally expressive performances formulated by a number of different 
theatre practitioners. Developed by the Russian actor/director, these techniques are built 
on Stanislavski’s system which is often referred to as Method Acting. This class begins by 
introducing elements of realistic acting using off-text improvisation, playing objective, and 
other Stanislavski influenced exercises. The exercises of three Stanislavski acting teachers Lee 
Strasberg, Sandford Meisner, and Uta Hagen will be explored to develop skills in moment-
to-moment acting and inner character life.

ACTING SHAKESPEARE  
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300-LEVEL THEATRE COURSES

ADVANCED ACTING TECHNIQUE 1
Fall Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Method Acting: Living Truthfully on Stage or permission of the Director of Theatre.

This course builds upon work started in Method Acting. Active and experiential pedagogies 
will be used to gain deeper practical understanding of the Stanislavski technique - the inner 
connections between self, the imaginary world of the character, and the immediate reality. 
The process evolves from sensory awareness and structured improvisation to script analysis 
and advanced character creation. Acting students will work directly with directing students 
in this highly collaborative course which will culminate in a scene showcase.

ACTING FOR THE CAMERA         
Winter Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Two acting courses or permission of the Director of Theatre.

This course introduces students to the basics of acting in TV and film productions for single-
camera techniques. Emphasis is placed on experiential learning though studio lab coursework 
and projects, which are designed to give the student actor foundational skills and techniques 
employed in acting for the camera.

FUNDAMENTALS OF DIRECTING & PLAYWRITING                 
Spring Term: 1 credit 
Prerequisite: Two acting courses or permission of the Director of Theatre.
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400-LEVEL THEATRE COURSES

ADVANCED ACTING TECHNIQUE 2
Fall Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Advanced Acting Technique 1.

In this course, that builds on Advanced Acting Technique 1, active and experiential pedago-
gies will be used to explore more advanced acting techniques. Students will be challenged 
at a high skill set level.

ADVANCED ACTING FOR THE CAMERA
Winter Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Acting for the Camera.

This course develops on the grounding found in Acting for the Camera. Active and experi-
ential pedagogies will be used to explore and gain an advanced practical understanding of 
film and tv acting.  

ADVANCED DIRECTING                           
Fall Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Two acting courses and Fundamentals of Directing & Playwriting.

[Available only to Sixth Formers.]

For the advanced level theatre student, Advanced Directing is the culmination of work over 
their theatre career at St. Paul’s, building on skills developed in prior theatre classes. Working 
with the advanced actors co-enrolled, student directors will begin exploration of the skills 
needed to lead a group of actors through a set of auditions. They will also learn how to ap-
proach the process of casting a play.  The course follows the process of a production from 
casting through rehearsal and performance. The course will prepare students to direct a short, 
one-act play in the Spring Term.
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HUMANITIES
The interdisciplinary Humanities curriculum helps students develop the passion for 
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HUMANITIES IV
Full year: 6 credits (2 credits per term)

In Humanities IV, students explore the complex relationship between individuals and their 
communities through a varied and integrated disciplinary approach. Building on the concep-
tion of the self considered in Humanities III and anticipating the examination of the forces 
and beliefs shaping our modern world studied in Humanities V, Humanities IV investigates 
why individuals choose to come together in community, how they cope with tension and 
change, and how communities develop and evolve. Considering specific periods in American 
history, students explore primary and secondary texts, such as historical documents, artwork, 
and literature. Discussion and activity-driven classes encourage students to develop a curios-
ity about the United States, develop their own perspectives, and value others’ viewpoints. 
Students practice writing as a critical means of self-expression with emphasis on analytical and 
creative writing. Varied assessments foster skill building – including critical reading, research, 
visual image analysis, and public speaking. A major research project examining some aspect 
of American history or culture is conducted in the Spring Term.

HUMANITIES V
Full year: 6 credits (2 credits per term)

In Humanities V, students engage in a rich interdisciplinary study of the human experience 
in the modern world. Extending the studies of self and community explored in Humanities III 
and IV, Humanities V examines the forces and ideologies that have shaped the modern world, 
the conflicts that arise between differing ideologies, and the challenges and responsibilities 
of living in the 21st century. Students explore connections across cultures, timelines, borders, 
and “canons” in a quest to answer the question “how then shall we live?” Through a close 
examination of diverse texts, students imaginatively and rigorously recreate the context both 
informing and informed by these works. Students refine the skill of close reading and develop 
critical vocabularies for various disciplines. Beyond the expository essay, students engage in a 
variety of other assessments to develop greater appreciation for and control of the nuances 
of language and self-expression. Focused on creating a culture of collaborative learning, the 
teacher models and facilitates the development of critical listening and effective speaking 
skills. The course culminates in a year-end capstone project of the student’s choice.

HUMANITIES ELECTIVES
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THE AFRICAN DIASPORA
Spring Term: 1 credit

This course will explore the African diaspora in the Americas, Eurasia, and Africa. It will be 
chronological and thematic in its organization, and treat the experience of people from the 
African diaspora as exemplary of the human experience in general. The course will range from 
the global to the local, tracing patterns, parallels, connections, and transformations in the lives 
of people of African descent. Through reading a variety of primary and secondary source texts; 
viewing and listening to speeches, broadcasts, and personal accounts; and viewing online or 
live artistic and cultural works and performances students will gain knowledge and insight 
into the following: how members of the African diaspora have understood and defined their 
identity; how members of the African diaspora have resisted imperialism; and how members 
of the African diaspora have maintained and created cultural practices. We also aim to ask 
and understand the following questions: What experiences have members of the African 
diaspora shared; what experiences have been different; what are the lived experiences of 
members of the African diaspora today, and how are they manifested through gender roles, 
political and economic status, religious beliefs, educational backgrounds, and cultural norms?

AMERICAN FILM AND CULTURE, 1950s AND 60s 
Fall Term: 1 credit

This course focuses on the historical and cultural forces of two consecutive decades in the 
United States: the 1950s and 1960s. With a thematic approach, the class explores issues of 
the American family, gender roles, race, and other defining cultural values that have shaped 
modern America. To supplement the historical readings, classic American films are used as cul-
tural centerpieces to enrich discussions and essays. Some of the films used in past classes include 
Rebel Without a Cause, High Noon, Cool Hand Luke, The Graduate, and Dr. Strangelove. 

AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY
Spring Term: 1 credit

This course asks students to examine the paradigm that governs American foreign policy 
and the key moments in history when the paradigm has shifted. In our study of foreign 
policy decisions, this course examines America’s role as an imperial power, the role of human 
rights in America’s foreign policy decisions, the relationship between the United States and 
the United Nations, and the concept of America as the world’s global police. Students are 
expected to pay particular attention to current events. There are several research projects as 
a major component of this course.

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
Winter or Spring Term: 1 credit

The objective of this course is to introduce you to the institutions, processes, and actors that 
comprise the American political system at the national level, as well as to engage you in empiri-
cal and critical thinking regarding the nature and quality of American democracy. The course 
begins with an examination of the ways we can systematically examine American politics, 
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AMERICAN RELIGIOUS HISTORY
Fall Term: 1 credit

[NCAA English core course; satisfies the diploma requirement in religious studies.]

The religious landscape of America has been lively, contested, and diverse since the founding 
of the nation. While Christianity, in many different manifestations, has been the dominant 
force in the history of America, other religions – including Native religions, other major tradi-
tions such as Judaism, and religio-philosophical traditions like Transcendentalism – have been 
a part of American history since the days of the earliest settlers. This course will examine the 
role of religion and religions in the history of the United States, from the founding of Virginia 
(1607) through the antebellum period (1865). This course builds on material from Humani-
ties IV and will deepen students’ understanding of the role of religion(s) in shaping American 
politics, self-understanding, and pluralism. The course will develop students’ religious literacy, 
especially in their ability to discern the fundamental intersections of religious, social, political, 
and cultural life; and their ability to identify how religions are dynamic and internally diverse. 
Though primarily historical in nature, given that nature of the primary source material that 
students will read, the course will also require students to practice to literary and philosophical 
skills that they have been honing in the Humanities core courses. 

ASIAN-AMERICAN LITERATURE
Spring Term: 1 credit

[NCAA English Core Course]

This course examines historical and cultural contexts of Asian-American experiences through 
literature. How do Asian-American writers generate texts and media within international 
culture? How does American literature represent intersectional identities? How do American 
writers and thinkers from various Asian cultures situate their cultural histories within the 
American narrative? How are Asian-American voices part of contemporary American culture? 
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school that makes this literature so enthralling. Additionally, students use their own experi-
ences in conjunction with the texts to both broadly explore the utility of boarding schools in 
a constantly evolving societal landscape and to more narrowly examine St. Paul’s School, its 
community, and its culture.

BRAHMA TO BUDDHA
Fall or Winter Term: 1 credit

[Satisfies the diploma requirement in religious studies.]

This course introduces students to two of the world’s great religions: Hinduism and Buddhism. 
Students will engage in an in-depth study of the mythology, philosophy, imagery, and devo-
tional practices of the two belief systems. Art, music, dance, myth, yoga, and meditation will 
all figure prominently in our course of study, as will field trips to Hindu and Buddhist temples.  

CIVIL RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES
Winter Term: 1 credit

[NCAA: English core course.]

This course investigates the rights and liberties provided by the US Constitution – in other 
words, the limitations the American people have placed on their government – both past and 
present. Topics will include some of the following: affirmative action, racial equality, gender 
equality, privacy, reproductive autonomy, medical care decisions, voting, same-sex marriage, 
free speech, religious freedom, search and seizure, and the rights of the accused. Readings 
will include both abridged decisions of the US Supreme Court as well as commentary on 
those decisions.

CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN FICTION
Spring Term: 1 credit

[NCAA: English core course.]

This course surveys the trends and writers of the last forty years in American fiction, consid-
ering, among other things, the ways in which contemporary fiction has emerged out of the 
traditions studied in Humanities IV and Humanities V. The course focuses on multiple genres, 
aspects of form in contemporary prose fiction, and recurring themes involving individual 
identity in the conformist culture of contemporary America. Students will leave the course 
with a sense of some of the many directions of contemporary American fiction as well as 
a desire to read more works by writers who have spurred their interest through their brief 
encounter with them. Authors may include Joseph Heller, Jack Kerouac, Toni Morrison, Julie 
Otsuka, Kurt Vonnegut, and Alice Walker.

CONTEMPORARY BLACK LITERATURE
Fall Term: 1 credit

[NCAA: English core course.]

This course will evaluate the representations of the Black identity through various pieces of 
literature as they arise across various cultures, countries, and ideologies that make up the Black 
community. Students will examine diverse narratives that attempt to peek into the diverse 
and intersectional identities of Black folk as articulated in novels, short stories, memoirs, and 
essays. Readings may include Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Drinking Coffee 
Elsewhere by ZZ Packer, How to Be Black by Baratunde Thurston, Between the World and 
Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates, and other various readings.
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CONTEMPORARY ETHICS
Fall Term: 1 credit

[NCAA English core course.]

This course is a discussion-based seminar focusing on questions concerning academic frame-
works for contemporary ethics. The term begins with an overview of the modern framework 
for ethics (e.g. consequentialism, deontological ethics, virtue ethics) before examining the 
nuances of contemporary writers through the study of thought experiments. Students will 
discuss the practical application of ethical philosophies. Writing exercises will focus on dem-
onstrating knowledge of ethical principles according to established philosophers and applying 
those principles to real-world scenarios.

CONTEMPORARY WORLD LITERATURE
Winter Term: 1 credit

[NCAA: English core course.]

This course examines a diverse selection of recent fiction from authors around the world, 
exploring new trends in multiple genres. Selected works will offer students the chance to 
explore differing perspectives on universal themes: love and loss, faith and hope, identity 
and alienation, and more. Students will hone their analytical writing skills, as well as use the 
readings as the inspiration and models for their own creative writing. Selected authors may 
include Margaret Atwood, Jhumpa Lahiri, Mark Haddon, Yann Martel, Orhan Pamuk, J.M. 
Coetzee, Jose Saramago, Julian Barnes, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Leila Ahmed, and more.

CREATIVE NONFICTION
Winter Term: 1 credit

[NCAA English core course.]

This workshop course familiarizes students with writing the personal narrative. The course 
covers pieces by several writers, famous and relatively obscure, that evidence many of the 
myriad techniques available to students as writers who aspire to examine themselves and 
their stories engagingly. Examination of the required pieces focuses on the features of each 
essay that best engage readers and convey authentic stories and messages. Our writing in 
personal narrative emphasizes vulnerability and revision. You, the writer, are the source of 
your best material.  

CREATIVE WRITING
Fall, Winter, or Spring Term: 1 credit

[NCAA: English core course.]

This course is designed to help young writers experiment in order to find an original voice. 
To develop their stamina, students work over the term towards a final portfolio of pieces in 
several media, which they can revise right up to the end. Its focus enables students to find 
their own writing voice, having an opportunity to try out poetry, fiction, personal writing, 
creative non-fiction, and script writing. In addition, for Sixth Formers the course yields inter-
esting material that might be useful for the process of developing college essays, but it will 
not specifically prepare students for that task. Students are taught how to read texts, not in 
terms of literary analysis but in terms of their usefulness as writers, regularly work-shopping 
their drafts with the rest of the group and studying new techniques and processes through a 
variety of assignments. The class also has the chance to work with visiting writers who come 
to St. Paul’s School as Schlesinger writers-in-residence or Conroy visitors. 
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DYSTOPIAN LITERATURE
Winter or Spring Term: 1 credit

[NCAA: English core course.]

Could a utopian society ever exist, and why does a search for the perfect world typically back-
fire? How do authors use dystopian literature as a form of social commentary on their own 
societies, and how effective is this form of criticism? How are decades-old social commentaries 
relevant to our society today? In this course, we will strive to answer these questions as we 
study the works of Orwell and Atwood, among others. In addition, we will look at the way 
this genre has evolved with the emergence of several contemporary YA dystopian literature 
series. Besides novels, short stories and films/TV series may also be used. 

ESSAY WRITING
Fall Term: 1 credit, 300-level course 

[NCAA: English core course.]

This course is designed to help young writers refine their prose by experimenting with non-fiction 
essay writing. Students work over the course of the term reading various models of essay writing 
by professional writers and exploring their own voices to create clear, concise, engaging prose. 
For Sixth Formers the course may generate good material for college essays, although this is not 
the goal of the course. Some of the various prose models students examine and write themselves 
include sharing a narrative, illustrating an idea, explaining a process, comparing and contrasting,  
using definition, arguing persuasively. Throughout the term, students learn ways to generate 
ideas, keep an active journal, help one another in regular in-class writing workshops, and 
discover the value of the revision process.

FEMINIST LITERATURE AND MEDIA
Spring Term: 1 credit

[NCAA: English core course.]

What and who is a feminist? Who benefits from the historical and contemporary Feminist 
Revolution? What is my own Feminist Philosophy? This course looks at the rise of feminist 
movements throughout history and across continents, and the evolution of the movement 
to the contemporary landscape, analyze accompanying feminist literature both historical and 
contemporary and culminate in an action-based project at the end of the term. By the end 
of the term, students will have crafted their own Philosophy of Feminism that will inspire 
their action-based term projects. In addition to reading the seminal works Simone de Beau-
voir’s The Second Sex and Bell Hooks’ Feminism Is for Everybody, students also venture into 
contemporary feminist theory and literature. Students examine the works of Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie with Dear Ijeawele, Or a Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions and We 
Should All Be Feminists, Roxane Gay’s essay collection Bad Feminist,and other relevant works.
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FOUNDATIONS IN PHILOSOPHY
Fall Term: 1 credit

[NCAA English Core Course]
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RELIGION AND LITERATURE
Fall, Winter, or Spring Term: 1 credit

[NCAA: English core course; satisfies the diploma requirement in religious studies.]

Religion and Literature builds on the fundamental human questions introduced in the Humani-
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SHAKESPEARE’S TRAGIC HEROES
Fall Term: 1 credit
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 THE VIETNAM WAR
Winter Term: 1 credit

This course will provide students with the opportunity to examine in great detail one of the 
most important world events in the last sixty years, the conflict in Vietnam. Specific topics 
such as the life of the “grunt” and turmoil on the home front will be explored, as well as 
larger questions about the nature of war itself in the second half of the twentieth century. In 
an effort to answer questions about the war as it really was, versus that seen in popular 
literature and film, the class will consider a broad selection of media, as well as a variety 
of historical texts and essays.   Documentaries and motion pictures to be studied include 
Hearts and Minds, The Hanoi Hilton, The Green Berets, Apocalypse Now, Platoon, Full Metal 
Jacket, Born on the 4th of July, Casualties of War, and others.  Works read will include, but 
are not limited to, excerpts from Philip Caputo’s A Rumor of War, Truong Nhu Tang’s A 
Vietcong Memoir, Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried, Robert Mason’s Chickenhawk,  
Michael Herr’s Dispatches, Stanley Karnow’s Vietnam: A History, and a selection of essays from 
Major Problems in the History of the Vietnam War.

WORLD WAR II
Fall or Winter Term: 1 credit

[NCAA: English core course.]

This course provides a historical overview of the Second World War so that students may 
effectively analyze literary works about specific aspects of the conflict. Beginning with an 
understanding of the Germans’ hatred of the Treaty of Versailles following their defeat in 
World War 1, students then take a look at the rise of Hitler in the 1930s as well as the grow-
ing isolationism in the U.S. prior to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941. 
While this course does not review each World War II battle, significant military events (e.g., 
D-Day) will be studied alongside corollary elements of the war (e.g., Japanese internment; 
the Holocaust). Using film, oral histories and other primary sources, plus historical analysis 
written by leading historians, this course aims to spark students’ long-term interest in what 
Jackson J. Spielvogel asserts “was clearly Hitler’s war” (Spielvogel 849).
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LANGUAGES

The mission of the Languages Department is to develop in students the language skills 
that will enable them to gain a firsthand appreciation and understanding of other 
people’s languages, literature, histories, and cultures. Students learn to respond  
creatively and critically to the challenges and opportunities for communication in the 
world today. Our ultimate goal is to help students cultivate a healthy vision of the  
future that includes not only themselves but past and present peoples from around 
the world.

As an objective framework for our mission statement, we have adopted the five goals 
as set forth by the American Council for the Teaching of Languages:

• Communication: Communicate in languages other than English.

• Cultures: Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures.

• 
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CHINESE 2
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Chinese 1.

This course is a continuation of Chinese 1. Using increasingly complex vocabulary and sentence 
structures, students respond to a variety of functions: formulating questions, describing, and 
narrating. Students read and write short compositions on a weekly basis. Cultural aspects of 
the language are emphasized through projects. Students are expected to have a combina-
tion of typing and writing characters regularly, as a supplement to intensive handwritten 
character writing.  

CHINESE 2 HONORS 
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Chinese 1.

The course is designed for students who have a solid mastery of the grammar and vocabulary 
covered in Chinese 1.  Students continue to build essential vocabulary in order to read and 
write level appropriate passages, develop speaking skills, and become acquainted with aspects 
of Chinese culture and society. In addition, the study of syntax is quite intense in this class and 
students are expected to express themselves with grammatical precision. Homework, essays, 
and chapter tests are completed in pencil.

CHINESE 3
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Chinese 2. 

This course builds on Chinese 2. Students have regular opportunities for meaningful  
communication by using more complex structures, vocabulary and idiomatic expressions. The 
focus of the course is to combine and expand elements previously learned in order to enable 
students to express themselves more accurately through the story based approach. Students 
are expected to discuss readings and re-write the story as the written assessment. Cultural 
aspects of the language are also emphasized. Multimedia aids are used. Students are expected 
to type regularly, as a supplement to intensive handwritten character writing. 

CHINESE 3 HONORS
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Chinese 2 Honors.

This course is designed for students who have a thorough mastery of grammatical struc-
tures and vocabulary covered in the second year. Students learn to state their own opinions  
in longer speeches using more complex structures and vocabulary. Reading skills continue 
to be developed using a variety of stories. Students are expected to have oral and written 
assessments regularly according to the content of the stories.

CHINESE 4
Fall, Winter, and Spring Terms: 3-credit sequence

[Full year recommended.]
Prequisite: Chinese 3.

This course pays special attention to developing students’ oral and listening competence. Stu-
dents read more extensively on various topics including short stories and other literary pieces. 
Idiomatic expressions are introduced through the reading of literary selections. Students are 
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expected to write regularly. Cultural aspects of the language are emphasized through focused 
term research projects. Multimedia aids are used on a regular basis. Students are expected to 
regularly type their essays in supplement to intensive handwritten character writing.  

CHINESE 4 HONORS
Fall, Winter, and Spring Terms: 3-credit sequence

[Full year recommended.]
Prerequisite: Chinese 3 Honors.

This immersion course pays special attention to developing students’ oral competence and 
listening skills through vocabulary, communication, listening exercises, readings and discus-
sions around various themes. Students read more extensively on various topics including 
newspaper articles, short stories, and other literary pieces. Idiomatic expressions are introduced 
through literary selections. Students are encouraged to discuss current events and to develop 
their creativity through projects using posters, videos, oral presentations, etc. Multimedia 
aides are used. 

CHINESE 5 HONORS
Fall, Winter, and Spring Terms: 3-credit sequence

[Full year recommended.]
Prerequisite: three terms of Chinese 4 Honors.

This course, designed for more advanced students, further develops overall Chinese language 
proficiency and knowledge of Chinese culture through movies, discussions, and extensive 
reading of various texts, including materials from newspapers, magazines, and other authentic 
documents. Students master advanced-level language structures, expressive styles, and con-
ventions of communication through topics reflecting multiple aspects of Chinese society and 
culture and the use of various authentic multimedia materials in different linguistic registers. 

CHINESE 6 HONORS
Fall, Winter, and Spring Terms: 3-credit sequence

[Full year recommended.]

Prerequisite: three terms of Chinese 5 Honors.

The course aims to further develop students’ overall Chinese language proficiency and knowl-
edge of Chinese culture. History and current events in China provide the context for in-depth 
discussion and writing assignments. Students are expected to read various authentic materials 
ranging from Confucian to expository writings in a modern and contemporary literary style. 

CHINESE SEMINAR
Fall, Winter, or Spring Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: three terms of Chinese 6 Honors.

This course is designed for advanced students who have completed Chinese 6 Honors. The  
focus is on reading, class discussion, and writing. The materials for this course are chosen 
mostly from modern literary writings, but classical literary pieces are introduced as well. 
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FRENCH COURSES

FRENCH 1 
Full Year: 3 credits

This course offers students an introduction to the language and culture of contemporary 
French-speaking countries. Grammar, vocabulary, and syntax are studied using a film-based 
textbook with simple dialogues, oral and written drills, building conversational skills. Work 
in the Language Center reinforces the development of listening and speaking. The class is 
conducted mostly in French. 

FRENCH REVIEW
Full Year: 3 credits

This course offers an introduction to the language and culture of contemporary French-
speaking countries to students who need a thorough review of the language. Grammar, 
vocabulary, and syntax are studied using a film-based textbook with simple dialogues, oral 
and written drills, building conversational skills. The class is conducted mostly in French from 
the beginning. 

FRENCH 1 HONORS
Full Year: 3 credits

This course is designed for students with a strong basic background in French. Emphasis is 
placed on refining the listening, speaking, and writing skills of the students. Proficiency is 
honed through work in the Language Center and the use of a variety of multimedia materials 
that accompany the text. Grammar is reviewed thoroughly. The class is conducted in French 
from the beginning. 

FRENCH 2
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: French 1, French Review.

This course is the continuation of French 1 and French Review. The basic study of grammar is 
completed and reading selections and writing exercises of increasing complexity help students 
work on their language and conversational skills. The cultural component of this course gives 
students an understanding of the diversity of France and the Francophone world today.

FRENCH 2 HONORS
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: French 1 Honors.

This course continues and consolidates the study of grammar. Readings of increasing difficulty 
are introduced as the basis for expanded oral and written work through task-oriented and 
creative writing techniques. Texts studied represent a broad spectrum of cultures and ideas 
across Francophone societies.
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FRENCH 3
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: French 2, French 2 Honors.

In this course, emphasis is placed on refining the listening, speaking, and writing skills of 
students aided by a more complex study of grammatical structures. A variety of multimedia 
materials accompany a textbook rich in readings and articles that widens the students’ knowl-
edge about societal trends in the Francophone world. The short readings and one-act plays 
enrich the understanding of French, and also provide the basis of discussion, performances, 
and writing exercises in French.

FRENCH 3 HONORS
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: French 2 Honors.

[Service Learning component.]

Using texts and materials that address contemporary societal trends, this course focuses on 
learning more about and connecting with the Francophone world and its literature. Oral 
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FRENCH SEMINAR 1
Fall, Winter, or Spring Term: 3-credit sequence 
Prerequisite: French 4 Honors.

This course offers a survey of French literature. In fall and winter the students read French 
literary classics, beginning in the Middle Ages and focusing on one work per century. In spring 
they study novels from the contemporary Francophone world. The students also view French 
language films at home and draw connections with the readings. Class discussions focus pri-
marily on close readings and assess the works within their historical and literary contexts. The 
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LATIN COURSES

LATIN 1
Full Year: 3 credits

This course provides an introduction to the Latin language and syntax. Graduated readings in 
Latin explore events in the life of a typical Roman household while also teaching vocabulary, 
forms, and grammatical constructions. Students also gain an overview of classical mythology, 
Roman history, daily life, and the geography of the ancient world.

LATIN REVIEW
Full Year: 3 credits

This course is for students who have some background in Latin. Students obtain a solid founda-
tion in vocabulary, forms, grammatical constructions, and reading comprehension. Students 
also gain an overview of classical mythology, Roman history, daily life, and the geography of 
the ancient world.

LATIN 2
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Latin 1 or Latin Review.

This course begins with a review of material from Latin 1. Students learn more advanced gram-
matical concepts such as purpose and result clauses, conditional sentences and other uses of 
the subjunctive, and gerunds and gerundives. Students continue to develop reading proficiency 
via textual narrative. Students also examine pertinent cultural and historical topics.

LATIN 2 HONORS 
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Latin 1 or Latin Review.

This course offers an accelerated approach to the language. Emphasis is placed on advanced 
syntax, including uses of the subjunctive, uses of the cases of nouns, and techniques for 
translation and reading comprehension. Students study and pursue projects on a wide variety 
of cultural, historical, and linguistic topics. Toward the end of the course, students encounter 
readings from prose authors such as Caesar, Livy, and Nepos.

LATIN 3
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Latin 2.

This course begins with a brief review of grammar and syntax learned in the previous two years. 
Students continue to reinforce grammatical concepts and improve their Latin-to-English transla-
tion as they read graduated selections from adapted texts by prose authors such as Eutropius, 
Livy, Nepos, and Caesar. Emphasis is placed on improving sight translation and reading com-
prehension. The readings also introduce students to major figures, events, and cultural topics 
from the legends of early Rome and the history of the Roman Republic. 
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LATIN 3 HONORS
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Latin 2 Honors. 

This course offers a rapid review of the fundamentals of grammar combined with accelerated 
readings from a selection of Latin prose authors such as Caesar, Livy, and Cicero. Through these 
readings, students trace Rome’s development from city-state to world empire and the concomi-
tant evolution of the constitution from the Monarchy through the Republic to the Principate.

LATIN 4
Fall, Winter, and Spring Terms: 3-credit sequence

[Full year recommended.]
Prerequisite: Latin 3.

This is a reading-based course focused on selections from the poetry of Catullus, Virgil, and 
Ovid. Formal review of advanced grammatical concepts will be provided as necessary. The 
course provides students with an opportunity to analyze Roman texts as they improve their 
reading comprehension and sight translation skills. Various cultural and historical projects may 
include studies of Roman poetry, mythology and love in the Roman world, and the reception 
of the works read in later artists and authors. 

LATIN 4 HONORS
Fall, Winter, and Spring Terms: 3-credit sequence

[Full year recommended.]
Prerequisite: Latin 3 Honors.

This is a reading-based course focused on the historical development and aesthetic principles 
of Roman poetry. Selections from Catullus, Virgil, Horace, and Ovid provide the basis for class 
discussions. In addition to poetic scansion and literary devices, students will explore the social, 
cultural, and political context of these authors. 

LATIN 5 
Fall, Winter, and Spring Terms: 3-credit sequence

[Full year recommended.]
Prerequisite: Latin 4.

This course introduces students to the comic literature of ancient Rome through advanced 
readings chosen from comedy, satire, invective, and the novel and culminates in the produc-
tion of a play in Latin for performance on Anniversary Weekend. Authors read may include 
Plautus, Terence, Cicero, Horace, Petronius, Seneca, and Apuleius. Students also consu 9 36 254.57 Tm
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SPANISH COURSES

INTRODUCTION TO SPANISH
Full Year: 3 credits

 This class is designed specifically for students interested in learning Spanish who have never 
studied or been exposed to a language other than English. This class moves at a slower pace 
than Spanish 1; aside from studying language and culture, this small group of students will 
spend additional time learning skills that are helpful in acquiring a new language. After In-
troduction to Spanish, students progress to either Spanish Review or Spanish 2.

SPANISH 1
Full Year: 3 credits

This course offers an introduction to the language and culture of Spanish-speaking countries. 
Grammar, syntax, and vocabulary are studied through oral and written drills and through 
simple conversations. Work in the Language Center reinforces the development of listening 
and speaking skills. The class is conducted mostly in Spanish. 

SPANISH REVIEW
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Demonstrated ability on placement exam.

This course offers an introduction to the language and culture of Spanish speaking countries. 
Grammar, syntax, and vocabulary are studied through oral and written drills and through 
simple conversations. Work in the Language Center reinforces the development of listening 
and speaking skills. The class is conducted mostly in Spanish. 

SPANISH 1 HONORS
Full Year: 3 credits

This course offers a thorough, rapid review of basic Spanish grammar followed by a continu-
ation of intensive grammar and vocabulary studies. Exercises and drills, conducted both in 
class and in the Language Center, are an integral part of the course. A series of short videos 
reinforces listening skills and provides a context for dialogues in order to strengthen speak-
ing skills. The course introduces students to the literature and culture of Spanish-speaking 
countries through a study of short literary selections and articles.

SPANISH 2
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Spanish 1.

This course is a continuation of Spanish 1 or Spanish Review. A study of basic vocabulary and 
grammar is completed by the end of the year, and there is a greater emphasis on cultural read-
ings and perspectives. Students further develop communication skills and are able to use basic 
Spanish in varied situations.

SPANISH 2 HONORS
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Spanish 1 Honors.

This intensive course offers a challenging and thorough review of all fundamental Spanish 
grammar. Advanced vocabulary is introduced, increasing students’ capacity for both oral and 
written proficiency. The course includes adapted selections of Hispanic literature, frequent 
compositions, and required oral participation.
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SPANISH 3
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Spanish 2. 

This course is designed to strengthen speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. During 
the year, students solidify the previously studied grammar and vocabulary and further develop 
communication skills. Students read and discuss short stories and poems that reflect cultural 
elements of Spanish-speaking countries.

SPANISH 3 HONORS
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Spanish 2 Honors.

Students in this course are expected to develop a high level of proficiency in Spanish as we 
emphasize reading, writing, speaking and listening skills. Students read short stories, poems, 
essays, and articles of major Hispanic authors. Students participate in daily discussions of 
the literature, including the cultural, social, historical, and political contexts of these works. 
Compositions are regularly assigned. The course also includes an intensive and fast-paced 
review of Spanish grammar. Proficiency and grammatical accuracy continue to be emphasized 
through written and oral exercises.

SPANISH 4
Fall, Winter, and Spring Terms: 3-credit sequence

[Full year recommended.]
Prerequisite: Spanish 3.

In this sequence of classes, students explore themes of cultural and historical importance 
through literature, film, and current events. Students are exposed to a diversity of voices and 
continue to develop reading skills by reading a variety of texts, which include poetry, fiction, 
and news articles. In addition, students review and strengthen their reading, writing, listen-
ing, and conversational skills. Students are expected to participate actively in discussions of 
literature and culture.

SPANISH 4 HONORS
Fall, Winter, and Spring Terms: 3-credit sequence

[Full year recommended.]
Prerequisite: Spanish 3 Honors.

In this course, students expand their active knowledge of Spanish through the study of lit-
erature, film, and other media. In the fall we discuss a series of plays; the winter is devoted 
to short stories; and in the spring, we read poetry and essays. Each term also includes a film. 
Assessments include expository and creative writing in Spanish, frequent quizzes on class 
materials, and the performance of spoken exercises. No English is used in the classroom. While 
occasional grammar review is provided, students are expected to improve their Spanish by 
constant exposure to and use of the language. The class also includes occasional discussion 
of strategies for language learning. 
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SPANISH 5
Fall, Winter, and Spring Terms: 3-credit sequence
Prerequisite: full year of Spanish 4.

In this course, students continue to explore Latin American culture and history through current 
events, texts, and film. Students are expected to participate actively in discussions in order to 
continue to strengthen their communication skills. In addition, students further hone their 
writing skills through weekly compositions.  

SPANISH SEMINAR 1
Fall, Winter, and Spring Terms: 3-credit sequence
Prerequisite: all three terms of Spanish 4 Honors.

In this course students use literature, film, and other media to strengthen their active use 
of idiomatic language, a broad vocabulary, and complex sentences. The bulk of class time is 
dedicated to the close analysis of literary works, although we also discuss historical events, 
films, visual arts, music, and contemporary politics and society. Topics and materials date from 
medieval Iberia and colonial Latin America to the contemporary Spanish-speaking world.

SPANISH SEMINAR 2



52     LANGUAGES

CLASSICAL HONORS PROGRAM

The Classical Honors Program
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MATHEMATICS

The mathematics faculty encourages each student to achieve a working knowledge of 
and competency in mathematical concepts and related problem-solving strategies. We 
encourage students to value and develop mathematical habits of mind and to appreciate 
the role mathematics plays in the world. Teachers promote and maintain classroom  
environments that encourage student curiosity and responsibility for their own learning.

Students utilize technology in investigation, discovery, analysis, modeling, conjecturing 
and prediction. We use graphing calculators and computer technologies throughout the 
curriculum to enhance the learning process. The use of real-world applications illustrates 
and reinforces mathematical ideas; at the same time, mathematics itself promotes 
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FOUNDATIONS IN ALGEBRA
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 and Geometry.

This course is intentional in spiraling in review of Algebra 1 and pre-algebra skills, concurrently 
extending students’ prior knowledge of algebraic methods, skills, and concepts. Care is given to 
identify and remedy areas of past difficulty for students while providing a foundation in Algebra 
2 topics. The focus is on linear, quadratic, polynomial, and rational functions. Exponential and 
logarithmic functions are covered, as time allows. Students are instructed in the use of a graph-
ing calculator, a tool they use to explore and investigate, as well as to model and analyze data.

ALGEBRA 2
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 and Geometry.

Students extend their knowledge of methods, skills, and concepts introduced in Algebra 1. 
The focus is on functions – linear, quadratic, logarithmic, polynomial, exponential, and rational. 
Additional topics include the complex number system. Analytic techniques are emphasized. 
Students are instructed in the use of a graphing calculator, a tool they use to explore and 
investigate, as well as to model and analyze data.

ALGEBRA 2 HONORS
Full Year: 3 Credits
Prerequisite: Algebra 1, Geometry, and permission of the Department Head.

This is a rigorous course intended for students of demonstrated ability who have the desire 
and capability to learn and work independently and to think creatively. The entire content of 
Algebra 2 is studied in greater depth. Additionally, the course includes the study of matrices, 
graphing techniques, linear programming, and systems of non-linear equations. The TI-84 
graphing calculator is used for exploration, confirmation, and analysis.  

FOUNDATIONS IN PRECALCULUS
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Geometry and Algebra 2, or Foundations in Algebra.

This course is intentional in spiraling in review of Algebra 2, concurrently extending students’ 
prior knowledge of algebraic and geometric methods, skills, and concepts in preparation for 
the study of calculus. Care is given to identify and remedy areas of past difficulty for students. 
Topics include trigonometry, sequences and series, counting and probability, and exponential 
and logarithmic functions. Graphing technology is used throughout the course to enhance 
student understanding of mathematical concepts. Real-world applications illustrate and 
reinforce mathematical ideas. 

PRECALCULUS
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Geometry and Algebra 2.

Students strengthen their understanding of previously learned topics in algebra and geometry 
and learn new conceptual notions needed for the study of calculus. Topics include trigonometry, 
conic sections, sequences and series, counting and probability, and exponential and logarithmic 
functions. Graphing technology is used throughout the course to enhance student understand-
ing of mathematical concepts. Real-world applications illustrate and reinforce mathematical 
ideas. By the end of this course, students will have covered the material for the SAT Level 2 
subject test in mathematics. 
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PRECALCULUS HONORS
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Geometry, Algebra 2 Honors, and permission of the Department Head.

This is a rigorous course intended for students of demonstrated ability who have the desire 
and capability to learn and work independently and to think creatively. Students pursue a 
comprehensive study of the content of Precalculus in greater depth. Additionally, the course 
includes topics in advanced algebra, mathematical induction, vectors, polar and parametric 
equations, limits of functions, and rates of change. This material provides strong preparation 
for calculus. Mathematical dexterity is a focus, particularly in the writing of proofs and creative 
problem solving. Applications are used throughout to illustrate concepts.

FOUNDATIONS OF CALCULUS
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CALCULUS 1-2 HONORS
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Grades of High Honors in each of three terms of Precalculus Honors.

This course is designed for the highly-motivated mathematics student. Students develop a 
rigorous, comprehensive study of the concepts and techniques of calculus through a study of 
theorems, their proofs, and applications. Topics include limits, continuity, and differentiation 
techniques, applications of differentiation and an introduction to antidifferentiation. Appli-
cations of differentiation include solving optimization problems and related rate problems, 
curve sketching, and the relationships among position, velocity, and acceleration. Techniques 
include integration by parts, trigonometric substitutions, and partial fractions. Applications 
of integration include area, volumes, arc length and distance. Solutions of simple differential 
equations are obtained analytically and using slope fields and Euler’s method. An in-depth 
study of sequences and series includes various tests for convergence, and representation of 
well-known functions expressed as Taylor and MacLaurin series. Techniques of calculus are 
applied to parametric and polar equations. Students who successfully complete this course 
are prepared to take the BC level of the Advanced Placement examination in calculus in May.

CALCULUS 2 HONORS
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Calculus 1 Honors.
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STATISTICS
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: Precalculus,Foundations of Precalculus, or permission of the Department Head.

Statistics is the science and art of learning from data in order to understand our uncertain 
world.  When studying statistics, students never ask “when am I going to use this?” because 
we find statistics  everywhere in daily life, from sports and presidential polls to climate change 
and the development of new medicines. In this year-long course, students are exposed to four 
broad conceptual themes: Exploring Data (describing patterns and departures from patterns), 
Sampling and Experimentation (planning and conducting a study), Anticipating Patterns 
(exploring random phenomena using probability and simulation), and Statistical Inference 
(estimating population parameters and testing hypotheses).  Students participate in several 
projects. Students will also use data analysis software to model statistical problems.  Students 
who wish to take the Advanced Placement exam in May should take the Honors class or study 
the remaining topics on their own.

STATISTICS HONORS
Full Year:  3 credits
Prerequisite: Precalculus Honors or permission of the Department Head.
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SCIENCES

Our mission is to inspire our students to joyfully and skillfully pursue scientific literacy 
through active inquiry as an essential part of the broader integrated curriculum at  
St. Paul’s School. The Science Department feels strongly that an understanding of  
scientific principles is essential for responsible citizenship.

We feel that creativity is an essential aspect of the scientific process. We encourage 
students to realize that rote knowledge of physical laws is secondary to the ability 
to design an experiment or recognize connections among phenomena. We teach a 
conceptual appreciation of the behavior of nature and leverage it throughout the core 
sequence of Physics First, Chemistry, and Biology. 

Our department develops a respect for data and written scientific communication 
through laboratory exercises and project work. We use computers, fabrication facilities, 
the observatory, School grounds, and field trips to provide students with experiences 
and perspectives of the natural world and the changing abilities of humanity.

Enrollment in science courses is subject to permission of the department head. 

SCIENCES COURSES

PHYSICS FIRST
Full Year: 3 credits

Physics First is designed for all entering Third Form students and forms the first of a three-
year foundation series. Classical studies of motion, forces, energy, electricity, magnetism, and 
sound and light are coordinated with the impact that such knowledge has had in defining the 
modern technological world that we inhabit. Students explore the beauty and simplicity of 
the fundamental laws that explain our universe. Since experimentation is key to all science, 
great emphasis is placed on laboratory work. In the fall term, students focus is on Newton’s 
Laws, momentum and energy, and the interplay between forces and their impact on linear 
motion. Students are encouraged to ask questions and create projects to seek answers while 
learning to work together in small groups, allowing for the free flow of creative ideas. In the 
winter term the course progresses to circular motion, force, motion, vibrations, waves and 
electrostatics. Spring term finds students venturing into the study of electromagnetic fields, 
electrical circuits, motors, generators, light and optics. The final assessment in Physics First 
is a group project based on real life applications of a physical problem, with a formal poster 
presentation and peer review.
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PHYSICS
Full Year: 3 credits
Prerequisite: co-enrollment in Algebra 2 or higher.

[Not available to students who have completed Physics First.]

Students investigate the physical world using both traditional and computer-based data 
acquisition and analysis. This course introduces students to the major topic areas of phys- 
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PHYSICS 2: FLUID AND THERMODYNAMICS
Winter Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: a year-long physics course.

Students will investigate the physics of fluids and heat. They will build on their previous un-
derstanding of the waves and heat to examine topics including pressure-volume-temperature 
relationships in fluids, the laws of thermodynamics, and the methods of heat transfer. Through 
hands-
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ADVANCED CHEMISTRY
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MARINE BIOLOGY: LIMNOLOGY – FRESHWATER ECOSYSTEMS
Fall Term: 1 credit
Prerequisites: One year of Biology and Chemistry.

This course investigates the freshwater ecology of lakes, ponds, streams, and rivers. Using 
the natural resources of our campus, students examine the different aquatic habitats that are 
inherent to New Hampshire. Energy flow, nutrient cycling, pollution and ecosystem stability 
are just some of the topics under investigation. Students will have the opportunity to wade 
into the waters surrounding school to sample water quality, survey invasive species popula-
tions and examine, collect and identify different species of aquatic flora and fauna. Students 
will also have a chance to work with aquaculture and begin to grow specimens here in the 
Lindsay center greenhouse. Field trips will include visits to a larger body of freshwater, water 
treatment facility, and Trout hatchery.

MARINE BIOLOGY: OPEN OCEAN
Winter Term: 1 credit
Prerequisites: One year of Biology and Chemistry.

This course examines the open ocean in all its vastness, depth and power. Creatures of the 
open ocean will be at the heart of this course including marine mammals and deep-sea in-
habitants. Ocean currents, tides and water movement will be examined as we consider the 
role humans play in this gigantic ecosystem. Mammalian diving physiology, sharks, skates 
and rays will also be an important part of our studies. We end the term looking at the global 
impact of humans on our greatest asset: the world’s oceans.  Students enrolled in Marine 
Biology Open Ocean will have the unique opportunity to participate in a multi-day field trip 
to Marine Lab in Key Largo, Florida or The Island School in Eleuthera, Bahamas. Both trips 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE: EARTH SYSTEMS 
Fall Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: one year each of Biology and Chemistry.

Students will be introduced to the basic concepts that inform issues in environmental science. 
Core concepts include an introduction to geology and a review of basic biology and chemistry 
through the field of biogeochemistry. The term will end with an introduction to soil biology 
and environmental issues related to agriculture. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE: SUSTAINABLE SOCIETIES 
Winter Term: 1 credit
Prerequisites: One year of Biology and Chemistry.

Students will focus on human aspects of environmental science. The term will begin with 
a discussion of the ecological consequences of human over-population. From here, we will 
move towards aligning economic theory with sustainable development at a local, national, 
and global scale. Lastly, in the context of sustainable development, we will discuss the social, 
technical, and ecological aspects of energy development and usage on a global scale.

Prerequisites: One year of Biology and Chemistry.
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GALACTIC ASTRONOMY
Spring Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Introduction to Astronomy.

This course builds upon the Introduction to Astronomy course and is focused upon the nature 
of galaxies in our universe as we know it. During the regularly scheduled daytime classes, 
students will study the variety of galactic structures in our universe and how those structures 
might have evolved since the Big Bang. A minimum of one clear night a week will be spent 
at the observatory collecting observations that will be used to complement the study of galax-
ies. Full use of the Hawley Observatory telescopes is available. Additional equipment used to 
support student-initiated projects includes digital cameras, filters, and sophisticated software 
for image processing. 

INTRODUCTION TO ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
Fall Term: 1 credit

In this course, classical artificial intelligence topics such as knowledge representation; search 
algorithms; and learning expert systems are explored. Students study the possibilities for under- 
standing language, thought, and consciousness. Students also learn the basics of program-
ming and become proficient at developing recursive problem-solving and search programs.
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ADVANCED PROGRAMMING IN JAVA
Spring term: 1 credit 
Prerequisite: Computational Thinking.

This course allows students to write and examine more complex programs consisting of 
multiple classes.  Topics covered will include the construction of classes, inheritance, polymor-
phism, searching and sorting.  The course stresses the understanding of problem solving in 
terms of efficient algorithmic development. Students will be prepared to take the AP CS-A after 
taking the series of Introduction to Programming, Computational Thinking, and this course.

PHYSICAL COMPUTING AND ROBOTICS
Winter Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Computer Programming Using Arduino C or Computational Thinking. 
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ENGINEERING DESIGN [1–3]
Fall Term: 1 credit

Students will learn about the Engineering Design process through the completion of 3 major 
projects as well as shorter group projects.  The initial project involves designing and building 
a game out of wood, and then modeling it using a variety of CAD software options.  Final 
designs are 3d-printed. The second project involves groups creating VEX Robots designed 
to solve the annual VEX Robotics Challenge.  Finally groups of students must design a Sea 
Perch-style UAV for a final competition in the School’s pool.   Through these projects students 
will learn and practice problem-brainstorming techniques and best-practices for successful 
group work.  Students will use the MIT 2.007 Design and Manufacturing Course notes to 
learn about deterministic design and basic machine components. 

This course can be taken multiple times, in order to broaden a student’s experience at solving 
problems using the engineering-design process. Students taking the course a second time are 
expected to work on more advanced projects and serve as teachers/mentors to the new students.

ENGINEERING PROJECTS
Spring Term: 1 credit
Prerequisites: Engineering Design, USFIRST Robotics, Artificial Intelligence, or Robotics.

The Spring Term course allows students to work on large-scale engineering projects to further 
their understanding of the engineering design process.. Students can propose software or 
hardware design projects.  

This course can be taken multiple times, in order to broaden a student’s experience at solving 
problems using the engineering-design process. Students taking the course a second time are 
expected to work on more advanced projects and serve as teachers/mentors to the new students.

USFIRST ROBOTICS ENGINEERING TEAM [1–3]
Winter Term: 1 credit

The students in this class are part of the St. Paul’s School Team 1512 FIRST Robotics team. 
The objective of this course is to engage the students in a challenging problem that allows 
them to put their group-work and deterministic-design techniques learned in the fall into 
practice.  Near the start of the Winter Term, specifications for the international FIRST Robotics 
competition will be received and studied. In January, the students will travel to the kickoff 
event in Manchester to learn about the new challenge. The remainder of the Winter Term 
will be spent designing, manufacturing, and programming the team’s entry. At the end of 
the Winter Term, the team will enter its Robot in various regional competitions.  Essential to 
the course will be the completion of periodic self-reflection journals which allow the students 
to reassess and refine their problem-solving and engineering-design techniques.   At the end 
of the competitions, our students are required to write a final journal where they critically 
evaluate all the design solutions they saw at the competition.

Based on student interest and scheduling, students in this course are also able to enter and 
attend local VEX Robotics competitions.

This course can be taken multiple times, in order to broaden a student’s experience at solving 
problems using the engineering-design process. Students taking the course a second time are 
expected to work on more advanced projects and serve as teachers/mentors to the new students. 
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ENGINEERING PROJECTS [1–3]
Spring Term: 1 credit
Prerequisites: Engineering Design; USFIRST Robotics; or Artificial Intelligence & Robotics.

This course allows students to work on large-scale engineering projects to further their un-
derstanding of the engineering design process.. Students can propose software or hardware 
design projects. Student projects have included: 

 • creating Smart-phone programs and interfacing the programs with data bases

 • designing/building  new robotics systems

 • perfecting winter-term competition robots

 • designing/building a better ballet pointe shoes and basketball free-throw tutors

 • designing and building musical stairs

This course can be taken multiple times, in order to broaden a student’s experience at solving 
problems using the engineering-design process. Students taking the course a second time are 
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Interdisciplinary courses are designed to more fully integrate understanding from 
multiple disciplines. Having established proficiency with the habits of mind and skills of 
the traditional disciplines, students in these courses are presented with an opportunity 
to form stronger connections between multiple areas of study and ways of thinking. 
These courses are created collaboratively with teachers in different departments,  
exemplifying how we want our own students to work with one another.  

Enrollment in these courses is subject to permission of the Dean of Studies.  

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES COURSES

ART HISTORY STUDIO SEMINAR: 1200 TO 1860 
Fall Term 1 credit
[This course does not fulfill the arts graduation requirement; available only to Fifth and Sixth 
Formers or Fourth Formers with departmental approval.]

This course explores the major European art historical movements from the Gothic to Impres-
sionism. Taught in conjunction with the SPS gallery, students study the history and techniques 
of various artists through research, visual analysis, and in-studio projects. A general unit will 
start with a full exploration of a period in the history of art followed by the creation of a work 
in the style of that era by employing historic materials and techniques. The course is taught 
in the Crumpacker Gallery and utilizes the exhibition space, permanent school collection, and 
gallery studios. This offering is designed for those who have no experience, or confidence, in 
their artistic abilities, while at the same time allowing students in advanced level art courses 
to explore their personal work through new and different media. Projects include, but are 
not limited to, creating and painting with raw pigments using tempera, oil, and encaustic 
methods, preparation of board and canvas supports using Medieval and modern techniques, 
printmaking in both intaglio and lithography, and exploring oil painting by glazing and impasto 
methods.  Historical analysis will be done through studying actual works of art, slide studies, 
online research, and class discussions.  

ART HISTORY STUDIO SEMINAR: 1860 TO TODAY 
Winter Term 1 credit
[This course does not fulfill the arts graduation requirement; available only to Fifth and Sixth 
Formers or Fourth Formers with departmental approval.]

This course explores the major art historical movements from the Post Impressionism to 
the Contemporary world of art. Taught in conjunction with the SPS gallery, students study 
the history and techniques of various artists through research, visual analysis, and in-studio 
projects. A general unit will start with a full exploration of a period in the history of art 
followed by the creation of a work in the style of that era by employing historic materials 
and techniques. The course is taught in the Crumpacker Gallery and utilizes the exhibition 
space, permanent school collection, and gallery studios. This offering is designed for those 
who have no experience, or confidence, in their artistic abilities, while at the same time  
allowing students in advanced level art courses to explore their personal work through new 
and different media. Projects include, but are not limited to, oil and encaustic methods, 
printmaking in both intaglio and lithography, photo transfer, sculpture, and non-objective 
painting. Historical analysis is done through working with actual works of art, slide studies, 
online research, and class discussions.  

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
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ART HISTORY MUSEUM AND CURATORIAL STUDIES 
Spring Term 1 credit
[This course does not fulfill the arts graduation requirement; available only to Fifth and Sixth 
Formers or Fourth Formers with departmental approval.]

Using the Crumpacker Gallery as a classroom, this course explores what is required for the collect-
ing, handling, cataloging and exhibiting of art.  Students work with the gallery director and staff 
as they learn the various tasks needed to curate an exhibit.  The St. Paul’s Permanent Collection 
is an important resource and teaching tool in this course.  Visits to nearby museums and galleries 
to view exhibits and to meet with gallery directors and curators are scheduled throughout the 
term.  Students work in the gallery lab/studios to explore techniques of restoration and presen-
tation. The course will culminate in a proposal for future exhibits at St. Paul’s School. Gallery 
staff will work with students to locate and to arrange summer gallery or museum internships. 

COMPUTING ACROSS DISCIPLINES
Spring Term: 1 credit

Through full immersion into computing technology, this fun course inspires students to hone 
their creativity, communication skills, and critical thinking proficiency required to quickly adapt 
to our computerized world of rapidly changing technology. This critical thinking process and 
responsible use of technology applies to all disciplines, whether STEM, humanities, or the 
arts. This course begins with the history and evolution of computing, then provides an over-
view of the fundamental principles of computing while emphasizing the responsible use of 
technology. Students will learn the fundamental concepts of input, processing, output, data 
transmission, and storage to set the stage for exploring computer applications across a full 
range of disciplines and careers from the arts to engineering. Through a final project, students 
will employ an explicit process for learning and applying technology responsibly to solve a 
problem, communicate a social issue, or create art. Students will develop a final presentation 
and reflection that communicates their project, the technology used, and the potential impacts 
(both positive and negative) that their project has on the greater community.

FOOD, ENVIRONMENT, AND SOCIETY
Spring Term: 1 credit

If we are what we eat, then what are we? In this course, students investigate the science and 
ethics of our relationships with food to try to answer this question for themselves. The course 
considers where our food comes from, the evolution of our diets, industrial and sustainable 
food systems, GMOs and food labeling, animal welfare, the ethics of meat eating, political 
and economic policies influencing food choice and price, and the biochemistry of food and 
flavor, among other topics. Students learn from farmers, chefs, advocates, and one another 
through regular discussions of course readings, multimedia content, class trips, and practical 
activities, including educating the School on important issues in sustainable food and practic-
ing what it takes to cultivate a meal together.



INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES      75  

IN TUNE WITH NATURE
Spring Term: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Biology or currently enrolled in Biology. 

This course will be a literary and scientific study of the natural world. Looking closely at the 
natural world around us, journaling about our own observations, and conducting scientific 
field studies are the essentials of this course, as we read and discuss the work of a number 
of nature writers to help inspire our own writing and reflection. How can we learn to become 
more environmentally aware through our close observations, labwork, reading, and discus-
sions about nature? What makes celebrated nature writers and why are they such accom-
plished writers? How do we model that in our own writing? What changes could the SPS 
community make to become a more self-sustaining community? How do we become agents 
for change? Students will explore these and other questions.

THE SCIENCE OF MINDFULNESS AND MEDITATIVE PRACTICE
Fall Term: 1 credit

This interdisciplinary course explores the spiritual, psychological, and medical aspects/benefits 
of mindfulness/meditation. The course includes research-based inquiry into case studies as 
well as the neurology behind the amazing benefits of mindfulness/meditation. Students will 
spend one day per week actually practicing. We will shift from mindfulness-based activities 
to guided and silent meditation from week to week. We will have at least two guest speak-
ers from the psychosocial and medical fields. The major assessment occurs during the last 
two weeks of the course when each student will present a case study in which subjects used 
mindfulness to overcome various spiritual, psychological, and/or medical challenges. Ongoing  
assessment will include weekly journal entries, participation, and student led discussions 
based on the topic for each week..
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